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Bookends:
Reviews of Young Adult Literature
BY

ED

SPICER

E

ach year in compiling the Best Books for Young Adults* (BBYA) list, the American Library Association
(ALA) wrestles with trying to achieve a balance between quality literature and teen appeal, which can
be very difficult to gauge. One fact we, the ALA committee who choose the books for BBYA, recognize
is that, when it comes to Harry Potter, we are talking about a whole different category of teen appeal: scale.
At midnight on July 2l6t the Bookman bookstore in Grand Haven, Michigan, hosted more than 200 teens and
their families for a Harry Potter event. A quick glance at readers and sales from this event and similar events
nationwide and internationally should convince even the most skeptical soul that Harry Potter has millions of
teen fans-perhaps more than for any other book or series combined.

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows will not win the Michael L. Printz Award.** Neither did any of the
previous six Harry Potter books. However, all six of the Harry Potter novels are of high enough quality for me
to feel comfortable recommending them to students. In my mind, there is no finer tribute to a book with more
than 700 pages than to see so many teens waiting up until midnight to purchase it and then, like many teens I
know, staying up all night to finish reading it. Consequently, whether you like the series or not, Harry Potter
deserves at least a grudging respect, if not outright adulation. As a measure of my respect, the seventh and
concluding book comes first. The rest of the reviews in this column, including many books with even better
writing, are in alphabetical order (by author or editor). All of these books, except Hallows, were nominated for
BBYA before June and were discussed in our BBYA meeting in Washington D.C., in June, 2007. Indeed, all is
well in the teen book world. Enjoy!
Rowling, J.K. (2007). Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. New York: Arthur A. Levine Books/Scholastic
Inc. 759 pp. ISBN: 0-545-01022-5 (Hardcover). $34.99.
Albus Dumbledore dies in the sixth book, but it is in this book that he receives his due. The greatest wizard
who ever lived becomes one of the most human characters in this exceptional concluding volume. As Harry,
Hermione, and Ron continue Dumbledore's directive to find and destroy the cursed Horcrux souls of the evil
Lord Voldemort, disturbing details of Dumbledore's life serve to both sadden and confuse Harry. Rowling's
play on "Hallows" and "Horcrux" frames the internal debate Harry fights as he becomes increasingly aware of
his similarities with Lord Voldemort. Without me spoiling the ending, I can say that Rowling ends the most
popular series ever written by celebrating the power of the individual spirit, be it muggle or wizard. Bravo!
Alexie, Sherman. (2007). Flight. New York: Grove Press/Black Cat. 208 pp. ISBN: 0-8021-7037-4 (Paperback). $13.00.
Sherman Alexie has two books nominated for BBYA this year. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time
Indian (Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2007) is Alexie's first YA novel. Flight is published as an
adult title. Don't ask me why. Both deserve spots on our BBYA final list, but it is Flight that gives me goose
bumps. Zits is the name of our Native American protagonist, for obvious reasons. Not so obvious is the scream

* Notes: Each year the American Library Association compiles the Best Books for Young Adults
list, composed of titles that are deemed to be significant contributions to literature for adults and
young adults. For more information, see: http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/bestbooksya/
bestbooksyoung.htm
**The Michael L. Printz Award is awarded by the Young Adult Library Services Association of the American
Library Association for excellence in young adult literature; the award is sponsored by Booklist. For more
information on the award and winners, see: http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/printzaward/Printz.htm
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for attention from this foster child. He fights. He bites. He goes to jail. While in jail, he meets a White boy
named Justice, who convinces Zits that he really needs to do a ghost dance in order to bring back his ancestors. The practical manifestation of this ghost dance is that Zits goes into a bank and shoots people and is
shot by the bank guards. Or is he? Just before he hits the ground, Zits wakes up back in time. Zits assumes
the characters of various characters, from Hank Storm, a racist FBI agent, to Gus, the guide who is leading
soldiers on a massacre of an Indian village. In his final persona, Zits becomes a homeless Indian whom he
realizes is his own father. This journey allows Zits to heal enough so that when he is placed in a new foster
home with his brother, he can be given a real name, Michael, and he can allow himself to hope. This genrebending, fabulous book deserves to be in high school libraries because of its depiction of the complex problems
of drinking and homelessness in the context of the Indian communities that Alexie knows so well. Fabulous!
As much for its careful, beautiful writing as for its sensitive look at a profoundly serious problem.

Anderson, Laurie Halse. (2007). Twisted. New York: Viking. 256 pp. ISBN: 978-0-670-06101-3 (Hardcover).
$16.99.
Careful readers will catch glimpses of Willie Loman (Death of a Salesman, Miller) in the depiction of Tyler's
family. This subtle thread may explain why so many readers are responding to the
relentless pounding that Tyler receives at the hand of his classmates, his school, his
family, and even those whom he thinks of as friends. The dust jacket of this book
attempts to sell this book by saying, "Everyone told Tyler to be a man but nobody told
him how." While it is true that Tyler wrestles with very serious, heavy issues, including
the value of life itself, the saving grace of this book is pitch perfect humor that provides
Tyler with a fighting chance at survival. Tyler is one of the most real characters to
grace the pages of teen books this year. Warning: it is very difficult to stop reading
this book once started, as more than 25 teens have told me! Note: I have a video on my
website (http://www.spicyreads.org) with Anderson talking about Twisted.
Caletti, Deb. (2007). The Nature of Jade. New York, Simon and Schuster. 288 pp.
ISBN: 1-4169-1005-0. (Hardcover). $16.99.
Jade has an anxiety disorder that causes her to throw up when stressed. She also has
an intense interest in the elephants at the zoo (after a brief fixation with gorillas).
Jade's mother attempts to hide her feeling of inadequacies produced by the loss of her
husband's interest. To the book's credit, the split in the family is not a his-fault-her fault situation; however, it
is one of the sources of Jade's stress. Meanwhile, Jade notices a regular visitor to the elephants-a cute young
man with his son. When she eventually meets the young man, they fall in love. She discovers, however, that
he has stolen his son from a disinterested but rich mother, whose rich family is now trying to take him back. A
fine book for those high school students who like a blend of people and animals in their fiction.

Clark, Judith. (2007). One Whole and Perfect Day. Ashville, NC: Front Street Books. 248 pp. ISBN:1-932425950 (Hardcover). $16.95.
One of my favorites this season, Clarke's magical book tells some pretty blunt truths. The title is the tip-off
that this book will end perfectly. What sets it apart is its journey to perfection! Lily dreams about and then
demands one perfect day. Doesn't her dysfunctional family deserve one? When Nan, her Gram, decides to
have an 80th birthday party for Stan the grouch, readers may suspect the ensuing comic mayhem. Stan has
disowned Lonnie, his grandson, and Lily's brother. Marigold, Lily's mom, has decided to bring home some
"lame ducks" (seniors from her center who temporarily have no place to hang a hat). Nan has an imaginary
friend. Lonnie has moved out and won't speak to anyone. How can anyone expect to have a perfect day?
From this description, readers may suspect that we have a book that depends more upon mood and language than upon a tightly calculated plot. Clarke ties all of the plot threads together, as she must, but the
story, rather than feeling predictable, feels perfect. Each character and each situation comes with a double.
I loved the way young Lily has her double with old grouchy Stan. A solid strength is the way characters
evolve. Stan, for example, begins the story as a two dimensional, disgusting, racist character and gradually
morphs into a more layered, even loveable, human. On top of this rich character tapestry, we have Wuther-
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ing Heights and Emily Bronte (and a whole lot more). It's perfect! Yes! Highly recommended for high school
libraries.
Cooper, Brenda. (2007). The Silver Ship and the Sea. New York: Tor Books. 396 pp. ISBN: 0-765-31597-1
(Hardcover). $25.95.
Like Flight by Sherman Alexie (reviewed earlier in this column), The Silver Ship and the Sea is another
quintessential YA book that, for some unknown reason is published as an adult title. The structure reminds
us of books like The Pilgrim's Progress (Bunyan, 1965). Chelo is the peacemaker, Joseph is the brains, Brian
is the brawn, etc. Together these teens (or this composite teen) deal with how they are supposed to fit into a
troubled world not of their making. How are they supposed to maintain a place within the social structure
when the social structure is unwelcoming, condescending, and even destructive? These five genetically altered
teens are looked upon with fear and even loathing, despite all that they do to maintain the colony, and there is
renewed interest in ridding society of people like them. The problems with the novel are minor in comparison
to its strengths. It does start slowly, but the adventure is there. The political and social intrigue are exactly
teen. The ending is perfect, filled with all the love and uncertainty that comes from making our own place in a
troubled world. Perfect for that high school student who loves science fiction and loves predicting the future of
current computer technology.
Crisler, Curtis L. (2007). Tough Boy Sonatas. Ashville, NC: Front Street Books. 88 pp. ISBN: 1-18532-440-0
(Hardcover). $19. 95.
If you have ever taken the South Shore train from Michigan to Chicago, you have passed through Gary,
Indiana. In this collection of poems that reads like historical fiction in verse, Crisler tattoos Gary into memory
in a way that is lyrical, poignant, and filled with strength. He makes you long to pull that stop cord and take
a closer look at a place many of us only know as a stereotype. The poems are beautiful, even when describing
the ash and grit of a place some of us are too afraid to visit. Many of the references are dated and some of the
images don't match the poems, but overall the voice is excellent and the language is skillful and evocative.
Some of the poems are downright stunning. Even though I don't think teens will get many of the references,
they are appropriate, consistent, and well chosen. I know a bit about Gary and this book takes me there. It is
a grim book with gems of hope hidden among the cracks. Cooper's shadowy gray artwork is a perfect complement to the text; his cover will pull in reluctant readers. The language will win over even the fussiest purist.
Recommended for high school and even middle school readers. Give this to the reader who mistakenly believes
that poetry is for wimps.
Hemphill, Stephanie. (2007). Your Own, Sylvia: A Verse Portrait of Sylvia Plath. New York: Knopf/Random
House. 261 pp. ISBN: 0-375-83799-X (Hardcover). $15.99.
It is well known that Sylvia Plath stuck her head in an oven and died, but how she lived is less well known.
Perhaps the best way to describe this gifted poet is with brilliant verse. Each year teens write poems and
essays that flirt with death. Many know and read The Bell Jar (Plath, 2006), not because they must, but
because Plath gives voice to many of their fears: fears of not being adequate, fears of being rejected, fears
that we don't quite fit in properly. This book, filled with fabulous poems, tells a story that not only describes
the details of Plath's life, but recreates this poet in perhaps the single best form-poetry. We hear from her
mother; friends; other poets; husband, Ted Hughes; and other people who share links with Plath. These voices
speak in poems that evoke a mood based on careful and thorough research into Plath's life. Conveyed in
footnotes, the research adds richness to the poems without annoying or distracting the reader. Unflinchingly
honest, the poems guide us through Plath's life all the way through her suicide. While the poems often pay
homage to and mirror poems by Plath, they don't merely parrot back the same words and ideas. This book
is that biography to give to the student who hates biographies. This book is that poetry book to give to the
student who doesn't like poetry. The joy of this book is that we feel like we have a relationship with Plath
without ever feeling like she is someone we completely understand. She becomes so much more than a mere
icon of death. Highly recommended for all high school libraries. This is a book that may show up on the Printz
table this January; it is that good!
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Knox, Elizabeth. (2007). The Dreamquake: Book Two of the Dreamhunter Duet. New York: Farrar, Straus
and Giroux. 464 pp. ISBN: 0-374-31854-9 (Hardcover). $19.00.
Another book that will not at all surprise me if it shows up on the Printz table is Knox's second (and even
better) venture into the world of dream shaping. When Laura exposes the government-sanctioned torture of
prisoners, dreams turn to nightmares. Dreamhunters search for the master dreams to reverse the effects, only
to become targets of a more sinister dream manipulation plot. While reading, imagine a presidential campaign
or the political world in Washington D.C. How does a society transmit the hopes and dreams of a country to
its younger citizens? What happens when dreams become tools to suck the life out of its citizen so that the
politicians become the only beneficiaries? There are so many astute political observations and social commentaries woven into this narrative-one that is, in its own right, a gripping adventure story. While Dreamhunter
(Knox, 2006), the first book in this series, will add to the enjoyment of this book, Dreamquake provides enough
back-story to make this book easily understood by those who haven't read the first book. Dreamquake does
a masterful job of constructing a society and then adding brick after brick after brick of social commentary,
political philosophy, and so much more. I almost feel like Grace: "When I'm not myself, that's when I'm most
fully alive" (p. 12). Dreamquake is the book for sophisticated high school readers who love carefully crafted
worlds that depend on our own ability to think, dream, and create along with the author.
Lat. (2007). Town Boy. Brookfield, CT: Roaring Brook Press. 96 pp. ISBN: 1-59643-331-0 (Paperback). $16.95.
Lat has the ability to draw and tell a very simple tale in the most profound and moving way. American readers will see much that resonates with American teens in this Malaysian coming-of-age graphic novel: parents
who do not like loud music, obsession with breasts, the struggle to find artistic expression (often in the face
of academic discouragement), the social awkwardness (notice the boys and girls at the dance), trying to find
a girlfriend, friends drifting apart, and more. Readers also experience vast differences, both historical and
cultural, in this Malaysian community. Along the way, Lat spices the pages with just the right amount of
political commentary. I nominated Lat's Kampung Boy (2006) for BBYA last year. I am happy to vote yes on
Town Boy because it is even more accessible to teens, even those not necessarily in love with the graphic novel
format. I am only sorry that someone beat me to this nomination this year. Perfect for both middle school and
high school libraries!
Marillier, Juliet. (2007). Wildwood Dancing. New York: Random House. 416 pp. ISBN: 978-0-375-83364-9
(Hardcover). $16.99.
Set in what may be Transylvania, and with characters whose names include Draguta and Vlad, this book
obviously has to be about vampires (although the word vampire is never used). The fact that it is both about
vampires and that I am surprised speaks to why this book needs to be added to high school libraries (and
make the BBYA list). The story, however, is about more than vampires. It is about princesses dancing at
midnight after traveling through a portal to another world. It is about frogs and transforming ourselves. It is
about overcoming evil family members like Cezar who would crush our dreams. This sophisticated and interesting story is told through the voices of Jenica and Gogu, her pet frog. Jenica is the oldest of the five dancing
princesses. Wildwood Dancing has myth and lore in a way that is never condescending or
unbelievable. Especially enjoyable is the way that things like kissing a frog and watching
that frog change into a prince seem so fresh and so enjoyable. The book is bursting with
fairytale threads that weave throughout the story in a seamless, wonderful tapestry.
While this book is probably more likely to appeal to female high school readers, give this
one to intelligent boys who love the unexpected.
Myers, Walter Dean. (2007). What They Found: Love on 145th Street. New York: Wendy
Lamb Books/Random House. 256 pp. ISBN: 978-0-385-32138-9 (Hardcover). $15.99.
These 15 stories weave love among dying dogs, war, drugs, beauty shops, and even
meat pies, with such grace and humor that you will want to hug someone. While I am
not convinced that starting with a short story about the love we find in loss is the best
start for this collection, it does capture the community and put the characters into place.
The stories are solid and surprising, glittering and gleaming with a multitude of colors
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depending on which way we hold them to the light. The collection gets its soul from the careful humor highlights applied artistically between more serious subjects. There is a nice play between the teen characters and
the adults, providing layers of appreciation. The sensory descriptions and the casual dialogue are well done.
Many of the stories have endings with an 0. Henryesque twist. The stories are interconnected, and we come
full circle by the time we are done. This is some of Myers' finest writing in a long time, even better than its
preceding volume, 145 th Street: Short Stories (2007), which made last year's BBYA list. Teachers: remember
that short story collections often provide a great solution for those wishing to read aloud to teens! Recommended for high school libraries.

Noyes, Deborah (Ed). (20067). The Restless Dead: Ten Stories of the Supernatural. New York: Candlewick.
253 pp. ISBN: 0-7636-2906-5 (Hardcover). $16.99.
Ten short stories about dead folks! Kelly Link's "Wrong Grave" is a hoot-about a boy digging up his dead
girlfriend's grave to retrieve his original poetry, and then not recognizing his dead girlfriend. Annette
Curtis Klause's "Kissing Dead Boys," juxtaposed against her author's note, is surprisingly touching. Libba
Bray's venture into the world of evil younger brothers (moral: always be nice to your kid brother) is chilling.
Sedwick's tell-tale heart story is delightfully twisted. We have a range of stories that have just enough humor
in them to be terrifying, enough literary merit to delight literature teachers. Horror is highly regarded by
teens. Here is a book that both meets academic needs and caters to student interest.
Recommended for high school libraries.

Peet, Mal. (2007). Tamar: A Novel of Espionage, Passion, and Betrayal. New York:
Candlewick. 424 pp. ISBN: 978-0-7636-3488-9 (Hardcover). $17.99.
This mystery, featuring the Dutch resistance, asks the question "Just why did
Tamar's grandfather, William Hyde, commit suicide?" Tamar has a great sense of
place; readers are transported to the Tamar River and back in time. Peet skillfully
weaves his way back and forth between grandfather and granddaughter, who is
named after the river. Peet's depiction of secondary characters is what sets this novel
apart from most others. The way that Dart, for example, drifts into his addiction is
subtle and brilliant. Great pacing, great historical fiction, a truly surprising mystery,
and much more! This book provides students with in-depth emotional details about
the Dutch resistance-a seldom-explored aspect of WWII. More importantly, it models
storytelling at its absolute best, with language that sings and surprises at the same
time. Highly recommended for all high school libraries and all history and literature
classrooms! Don't be surprised when this one wins Printz recognition.
Reinhardt, Dana. (2007). Harmless. New York: Wendy Lamb Books/Random House. 240pp. ISBN: 978-0385-74699-1 (Hardcover). $15.99.
Emma, Anna, and Mariah are friends. Emma and Anna have always been friends, but as Emma begins to
explore who she is physically, sexually, emotionally, etc., her relationship with Anna needs some breathing
space. Enter Mariah. Anna, initially jealous of Mariah and what she is doing to "her" friend's loyalties, nevertheless enjoys the attention directed her way from Mariah's spotlight. Soon Anna tests new ground that is
not familiar, nor a part of her family history. Soon the girls lie to attend a party. Emma drinks way too much
and is way too friendly with Owen. The girls are drunk and out past curfew. More lies are on the way. As
teens have done in the past and will do again, they concoct a lie. This lie, however, is a whopper that targets
an innocent homeless man and accuses him of sexual assault. The telling of how this fabrication changes the
girls' lives is well done. Anna and Mariah see Emma's withdrawal as related to the fact that she is the one
chosen to be the sexual victim, to mask the fact that she was drunk. They see her as worried about discovery.
Emma's real worry stems from a dumb decision involving alcohol and her first sexual encounter with the jock,
Owen. Owen, however, is a normal teen who overlooked clues about Emma's impaired consent in his quest
to get what he wanted. This characterization is very real, even if it makes us uncomfortable. In this book,
readers must accept that the police would allow a homeless person (whom MANY recognized) to be charged
and railroaded, despite the lack of evidence. We can accept one questionable plot device because the book
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does such a good job of showing the ripple effect of very believable teen choices. Recommended for high school
libraries.

Sonnenblick, Jordan. (2006). Notes from the Midnight Driver. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 272
pp. ISBN: 0-439-75779-7 (Hardcover). $16.99.
Alex Gregory, intent on teaching his divorced dad a lesson, gets drunk and crashes the family car into a lawn
gnome. That is NOT the lesson that he intended to deliver. And he really didn't expect to barf on the shoes of
the police officer (a.k.a "Sarge). And he really didn't plan on barfing on Sarge's walkie-talkie and repeating the
words, "barfie walkie-talkie" over and over. It sounded so much better in his mind. When he gets community
service, he is required to spend time with Solomon (Sol) Lewis, a cantankerous senior in
a medical care facility who has little respect for Alex and his drunk driving. Alex discovers a bond with Sol through his jazz guitar and gradually develops respect and even
love for Sol, who is dying of emphysema. Much of this book is extremely predictable,
but what makes me still adore this book is the scene in which Sol yells at Alex because
Alex has, in typical teen fashion, never once bothered to ask Sol any questions about his
life. And in typical teen fashion, Alex still doesn't ask any questions after Sol's blow-up,
but Alex does internalize the message and he does grow. I think this part of the book
is remarkable, so remarkable that despite knowing clearly what is coming, I still found
myself sobbing at the end, even knowing how it would end long before the last page.
The character descriptions carry this book. At our BBYA discussion, we discovered that
many of us cried, and this is not something we would have predicted. Give this book to
the student who loves sad books that also make us laugh our heads off.
Tan, Shaun. (2007). The Arrival (Reviewed in galley form). New York: Arthur A.
Levine Books. Unpaged. ISBN: 0-439-89529-4 (Hardcover). $19.99.
The Arrival doesn't have one single word, yet it is also one of the most sophisticated and brilliant books to
come into print this year. I will not be at all surprised to see this book continue in the tradition of American
Born Chinese (Yang, 2006), another book about the complexities of ethnic identity, and capture Printz recognition. From time to time, we all feel like strangers in a strange land, especially if we have immigration
experiences in our family history. From the very beginning frame of this graphic novel we know that we will
be made to leave because it is time. What Tan does so brilliantly is to attach equal weight to the various
emotions that come with any departure. We are not certain whether we should be sad because we are leaving,
frightened because we are moving, or eager to experience the wonder of a new place. The juxtaposition of
departure with arrival makes it clear that our sense of place is forever linked with our sense of past. Where
we are is inextricably linked to where we have been. Careful inspection of the book's frames also has us
wondering whether or not we would be any safer to stay-the same demons may exist right in our own backyards. The fear of staying, the sadness of not moving, the joy of remaining are the equal and opposite counter
forces to the feelings we have toward our destination or arrival spot. This book seems especially fitting for
high school seniors as they prepare to move to college, perhaps uncertain that they have the ability to communicate and fit in a brand new environment that can be absolutely terrifying and even dangerous. The Arrival
depicts the way we say goodbye to our homes and learn to fit in a brand new home, complete with all of the
bumps and bruises that come with our arrival to a new place. Fortunately teens do not generally have to cope
with the invasive procedures demanded of immigrants at places like Ellis Island. There is no nudity, no sex,
no drugs, no blood and guts, but this book is most at home in a high school library. The portraits that precede
and follow the text provide a broad, multicultural context for discussing this book. Of the more than 100 books
I have read so far this year, this one is my pick to win the Printz. I highly recommend this to all middle school
and high school libraries, especially the latter. This book is the prototype for the absolute best in high school
visual literacy. I cannot recommend this book highly enough!
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Thompson, Kate. (2007). The New Policeman. New York: Harper Collins. 448 pp. ISBN: 0-06-117427-0
(Paperback). $16.99.
Did you ever really wonder what happens to that sock lost in the laundry? Have you ever wanted to record a
sound track for a favorite novel? Where does our time go? The New Policeman fiddles with all sorts of theories,
including what happens to our missing laundry socks. Solidly grounded in Irish mythology, The New Policeman follows Liddy as she searches for answers. Why is there so little time for music anymore? Why is her
traditional Irish musician family too busy to play? My friend and fellow BBYA member, Amy Chow, is an
accomplished violinist; she says:
The music that follows each chapter musically describes the chapter itself .... The piece "A cup of
tea" (p. 31) is a melody that runs on, barely stopping for a breath, gaining in tension that never
really gets released, and has a repeated note figure followed by an alternating figure with the
bottom note the same as the repeated note. All this right before the story says, "There was never
enough time," and right after, "a mad race to pack in all the things that needed to be done." The
passage following the music has very short sentences and much the same feeling that was described
in the song "a cup of tea." It's ironic that there is barely enough time for a rushed cup of tea.
Readers fluent in music will have an added level of enjoyment to an exceptional and unique piece of writing.
Otherwise, readers may wish to play Celtic music while reading this one; I recommend it! This is another of
my favorites to win Printz recognition this year.

Weinheimer, Becky. (2007). Converting Kate. New York: Viking. 312 pp. ISBN: 978-0-670-06152-5 (Hardcover). $16.95.
Kate's father died without ever coming to know and love the Jesus that Kate's mom, Rebekah Anderson,
believes in and about whom Kate now has doubts. After her father's death, Kate is determined to follow in
her dad's footsteps and read dangerous books like To Kill a Mockingbird (Lee, 2006), and make up her own
mind about various issues. This translates into doing things like going lobster hunting on a boat with a boy
who makes her feel oh so secular. Fortunately, Kate has her namesake aunt to help deflect attention from
her mother's scrutiny. Her mother also must help manage Aunt Kate's bed and breakfast. Kate realizes that
people need to meet other people and really learn about them before deciding their worth, even if that person
is a gay priest. While readers may wonder how and why Kate's parents ever were married, they will appreciate a story about a girl who is able to question religious upbringing without rancor. This book is at its best
when Kate is questioning her religion; this is the part of the novel that teens, I predict, will find most compelling. This is the part of the book that makes me eager to recommend it for high school students.

References
Bunyan, T. (1965). The pilgrim's progress. New York: Penguin.
Knox, E. (2006). Dreamhunter. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
Lat. (2006). Kampung boy. Brookfield, CT: Roaring Brook Press.
Lee, H. (2006). To kill a mockingbird. New York: HarperCollins.
Miller, A. (1998). Death of a salesman. New York: Penguin.
Myers, W.D. (2007). 145th Street: Short stories. New York: Random House.
Plath, S. (2006). The bell jar. New York: HarperCollins.
Sherman, A. (2007). The absolutely true diary of a part-time Indian. New York: Little, Brown Books for Young
Readers.
Yang, Gene L. (2006). American born Chinese. Brookfield, CT: Roaring Brook Press.

FALL

2007, VoL. 40, No. 1

79

